solemn promise that never, never again would she destroy
anything until we had finally examined it together and she
had confirmed her verdict of destruction, and I am able to
record that she kept that promise.
I have related how she at last decided to write 'Heine-
matin's book', and the fact that it took her two years to
write it. None of her books was to have a peaceful career
and The Unlit Lamp was no exception. She met and con-
quered all the difficulties of her inexperience, sustained by
tie memory of a great publisher's praise. And before the
book was half completed came the news of Mr. Heinemann's
unexpected death; she had waited too long to fulfil his
prophecy.
His firm had the first offer of the book and declined to
publish it, as did nine other well-known publishers. They
were unanimous in declaring that it was a work of merit,
but too long and too depressing to find a public, especially
as the book of an unknown novelist. I. A. R. Wylie and
J. D. Beresford, who had agreed to read it, were not en-
couraging, but from somewhere or someone there came a
suggestion that if John could write a much shorter, light
novel and could get it accepted, it might facilitate the
publication of The Unlit Lamp.
Depressed and discouraged, she yet held to her conviction
that The Unlit Lamp was worthy of success. If it needed a
herald, then it should have it and she wrote The Forge in
less than five months. It was published by Arrowsmith in
1924 and was very well received; they were eager for more,
but they had firmly classified her as a humorous writer
and had no use at all for The Unlit Lamp.
If I went into all her publishing vicissitudes I might be-
come libellous as well as boring. It suffices to say that
The Unlit Lamp was published by Cassell in 1924 a&d
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